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HAM Monthly Meeting 
Saturday November 18 at 5:30 PM 

 
The Viscount Gort Hotel 

1670 Portage Ave. 
 

Dinner may be ordered from the coffee shop menu 
 

Speaker: Pat Frain 
 

Topic: Compassionate Care at HSC 
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Winter Solstice Party 
 

Saturday, December 9 
 

4:30 PM 
 
 

The Viscount Gort Hotel 
1670 Portage Ave. 

 
More info in the next newsletter 

Mark your calendars! 
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“…some schools are 

not obeying the laws 

and regulations.” 

At the October Monthly 
meeting, members of the 
Humanist Association of 
Manitoba heard a talk by 
Ivan Pokus on the topic of 
Religious Exercises in the 
Public Schools.  
 
He informed the meeting 
about his involvement in 
the case of Chris Tait, a 
high school student who 
refused to stand up for the 
Lord’s Prayer at his 
school. That case resulted 
in some changes to the 
Manitoba Public Schools 
Act and to Department of 
Education regulations. 
 
In spite of the changes 
that made it illegal to 
conduct religious 
exercises during the 
school day, many schools 
in Manitoba continue to 
hold religious exercises.  
 
A recent case in Garden 
Valley School Division has 
demonstrated that some 
schools are not obeying 
the laws and regulations.  
This case involved a high 
school in which the 
administration encouraged 
the parents to support a 
petition to include religious 
exercises in the opening 
exercises of the school 
day. This is clearly against 
Dept. of Education 
regulations. Such petitions 
must be solely created 
and circulated by parents. 
It is also a violation of the 
regulations to conduct 
such religious exercises 
during the school day, a 
situation that has been 
confirmed to exist in 
several Manitoba public 

0HPEHUV�WDFNOH�LPSRUWDQW�LVVXH�
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schools. 
 
Another recent case 
involved a substitute 
teacher who was vocal 
against religious exercises 
in the schools. 
 
Members heard about 
unsuccessful attempts by 
HAM to have the 
Manitoba Human Rights 
Commission take up the 
fight against religion in 
public schools. HAM 
executive members who 
met with Human Rights 
investigators were told 
that nothing could be done 
unless an individual was 
willing to be the 
complainant in a specific 
case.  
 
Mr. Pokus also informed 
the members about a 
meeting with a senior 
official of the Department 
of Education. The 
Department appears 
unwilling to hold the 
school divisions 
accountable for their non-
compliance with the 
regulations.   
 
Mr. Pokus told the 
meeting that he was 
hoping to persuade HAM 
to support him in his plan 
to sue the government of 
Manitoba and the 
Department of Education 
for not forcing schools to 
obey the laws. 
 
HAM members raised 
many questions about this 
issue. Would HAM be 
expected to provide 
financial support to the 
proposed lawsuit?  How 

would support for such a 
suit affect our charitable 
status? Would individual 
members of HAM be 
subjected to invasions of 
privacy or threats? Might 
some HAM members’ jobs 
be at risk? 
 
HAM’s treasurer informed 
us that we are permitted 
to participate in action 
without jeopardizing our 
charitable status as long 
as we don’t support or 
attack a political party. 
The answers to other 
questions were unclear. 
 
A resolution to create a 
committee to discuss the 
issue was passed 
unanimously.  Member 
Ivan Pokus volunteered to 
be on the committee. He 
also told us that he will 
contact Chris Tait, who is 
now a lawyer, to discuss 
possible actions. 
 
HAM president, Barrie 
Webster, has issued a call 
to members to get 
involved. “We need more 
people on the committee,” 
he said.  “Anyone 
interested in this very 
important issue is urged to 
contact myself or Mr. 
Pokus.”  
To email Barrie Webster: 
bwebster@mb.humanists.
ca 
To email Ivan Pokus: 
ipokus@shaw.ca 
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At their October meeting, 
the Executive of HAM 
passed a resolution 
accepting a new policy on 
the newsletter. 
 

Humanist Association of 
Manitoba Newsletter 

Policy 
 

The Humanist Association 
believes in Freedom of 
Speech. 
 
The primary purpose of 
the newsletter is to inform 
the membership and to 
provide a forum for the 
expression of humanist 
opinion. Diversity of 
opinion will be 
encouraged. 

+$0�H[HFXWLYH�SDVVHV�QHZVOHWWHU�SROLF\�
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Intelligent Thought: Science Versus the Intelligent Design Movement 
John Brockman 
 
Religion Explained: The Evolutionary Origins of Religious Thought 
Pascal Boyer 
 
Time, Love, Memory: A Great Biologist and His Quest For The Origins of Behaviour 
Jonathan Weiner 
 
Why Darwin Matters  
Michael Shermer 
 
Sham: How the Self-Help Movement Made America Helpless 
Steve Salerno 
 
Myths, Lies, and Downright Stupidity: Get Out The Shovel 
John Stossel 
 
These and other books are available to be borrowed at monthly members’ meetings. 

1HZ�%RRNV�LQ�WKH�+$0�OLEUDU\�
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The secondary purpose of 
the newsletter is to 
promote humanism and 
publicize a humanist point 
of view to other humanists 
and non-members. 
 
The task of the newsletter 
editor is to publish news 
and opinion articles with 
editing for the 
consideration of space and 
copyediting. 
 
All HAM members will be 
entitled to receive the 
newsletter, by electronic 
transfer where possible. 
Any member who requests 
a paper copy by Canada 
Post will receive one. Non-

members may request an 
electronic copy. 
Prospective members 
without electronic access 
may be sent a paper issue 
by mail. The editor may 
decide to send copies to 
anyone if it is in HAM’s 
interest. 
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If you know Heather 
McDonnell’s email 
pseudonym is “vetgirl” you 
can probably guess what she 
does for a living. She is a 
veterinarian working at the 
McRae Animal Hospital. She 
has always loved animals, 
had many pets as a child and 
now helps other people care 
for their pets. 
 
Born in Winnipeg into a small 
family, (she only has one 
brother), she attended Royal 
School, Charleswood Junior 
High, and Oak Park. Her post-
secondary education was at 
the University of Manitoba, 
where she earned a degree in 
agriculture as a pre-requisite 
to her veterinarian training at 
the University of 
Saskatchewan.  She 
attributes at least some of her 
motivation to her mother’s job. 

0HPEHU�3URILOH��+HDWKHU�0F'RQQHOO�
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As a nurse, Heather’s mother 
provided the role model of a 
caregiver. 
 
Heather still has many pets: two 
rabbits named Scooter and 
Pedro, 3 birds and some fish. 
She shares the pets and a 
home with two roommates. 
 
Heather says the best part of 
her job is, “…educating people. 
I like to make a difference in the 
long term about helping people 
care for their animals.”  
 
If she could change one thing 
about her job, she would create 
a system of subsidized health 
care for pets.  
 
“After all, research shows that 
pets improve the health of their 
owners,” she says. “I often can’t 
give the care to animals that I 
would like to, because the 

owner can’t always afford it.” 
 
Heather came to Ham when 
her friend, Stefan Bourrier, 
invited her to a HAM 
meeting.  
 
“I realized I’ve always been 
a Humanist, so it was 
natural to join HAM,” 
Heather states. She comes 
from a family that values 
thoughtfulness and doesn’t 
support dogma.  “My 
parents always encouraged 
their children to make up 
their own minds about 
religion. They told us we 
could decide for ourselves 
when we were eighteen.” 
 
Heather has been involved 
with the Outreach committee 
and has agreed to run for 
the job of secretary at the 
AGM.  
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7LWOH��7KH�(WKLFDO�
,PDJLQDWLRQ��
-RXUQH\V�RI�WKH�
+XPDQ�6SLULW�
$XWKRU��0DUJDUHW�
6RPHUYLOOH�
3XEOLVKHU��+RXVH�RI�
$QDQVL�3UHVV������
SDJHV���������
(WKLFV�WKH�:D\�
1DWXUH�,QWHQGHG�
%\�$UWKXU�6FKDIHU�

0DUJDUHW�6RPHUYLOOH�
GRHVQ¶W�GR�ZLVK\�
ZDVK\��,W¶V�QR�
VXUSULVH��WKHUHIRUH��
WKDW�WKLV�ERRN�±�WKH�
&%&�UDGLR�0DVVH\�
/HFWXUHV�IRU������±�LV�
FKRFN�D�EORFN�ZLWK�
VKDUS�HGJHG�RSLQLRQV���

$�VDPSOHU��6RPHUYLOOH�
LV�RSSRVHG�WR�JD\�
PDUULDJH��6KH�ZDQWV�
DERUWLRQ�EDFN�LQ�WKH�
&ULPLQDO�&RGH��1HLWKHU�
VLQJOH�SHRSOH�QRU�
KRPRVH[XDO�FRXSOHV�
VKRXOG�EH�SHUPLWWHG�WR�
DGRSW�FKLOGUHQ��
(PEU\RQLF�VWHP�FHOO�
UHVHDUFK�DQG�WKHUDS\�
VKRXOG�EH�EDQQHG��
(XWKDQDVLD�DQG�
SK\VLFLDQ�DVVLVWHG�
VXLFLGH�DUH�LQKHUHQWO\�
ZURQJ��6KH�RSSRVHV�
WHFKQRORJLHV�ZKLFK�
ZRXOG�GUDPDWLFDOO\�
H[WHQG�WKH�OHQJWK�RI�
WLPH�ZH�OLYH�DQG�VKH¶V�
DJDLQVW�WKH�XVH�RI�
PRGHUQ�JHQHWLFV�WR�
HQKDQFH�WKH�
LQWHOOLJHQFH�RI�RXU�
FKLOGUHQ��

%RRN�UHYLHZ�
�

“Our job as human 

beings is to understand 

our place in the grand 

scheme and then keep 

to it.” 

  

7KLV�SDFNDJH�RI�YLHZV�
LV�IDLUO\�VWDQGDUG�IRU�
VRPHRQH�ZKR�LV��OLNH�
6RPHUYLOOH��DQFKRUHG�
LQ�&DWKROLF�QDWXUDO�ODZ�
WUDGLWLRQ��,W�DOVR�
FRUUHVSRQGV�FORVHO\�WR�
WKH�SUHVFULSWLRQV�
IDYRXUHG�E\�³%LEOH�
%HOW´�3URWHVWDQWLVP���

,Q�DQ�HIIRUW�WR�
SHUVXDGH�XV�RI�WKH�
FRUUHFWQHVV�RI�KHU�
YLHZV��6RPHUYLOOH�
DGRSWV�ZKDW�VKH�FDOOV�D�
³VHFXODU�VDFUHG´�PRUDO�
IUDPHZRUN���+HU�
GHFODUHG�JRDO�LV�WR�
GHILQH�D�ZD\�RI�GRLQJ�
HWKLFV�ZKLFK�ZLOO�
DSSHDO�WR�DOPRVW�
HYHU\RQH��WKHUHE\�
SURGXFLQJ�³D�VKDUHG�
HWKLFV´��

7KH�PHWKRGRORJ\�VKH�
FKDPSLRQV�ZRUNV�
VRPHWKLQJ�OLNH�WKLV��
%HJLQ�ZLWK�WKH�
DVVXPSWLRQ�WKDW�ZH�
OLYH�LQ�D�KDUPRQLRXV�
XQLYHUVH��*RG�RU�
1DWXUH�KDV�WKLQJV�
XQGHU�FRQWURO�DQG�ZH�
ZLOO�RQO\�FUHDWH�FKDRV�LI�
ZH�GLVWXUE�WKH�QDWXUDO�
RUGHU��2XU�MRE�DV�
KXPDQ�EHLQJV�LV�WR�
XQGHUVWDQG�RXU�SODFH�
LQ�WKH�JUDQG�VFKHPH�
DQG�WKHQ�NHHS�WR�LW��
2QFH�ZH�XQGHUVWDQG�
³ZKHUH�ZH�ILW�LQ�WKH�
FRVPRV´�ZH�ZLOO�
XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�
³PHDQLQJ�RI�OLIH´���

(YROXWLRQDU\�ELRORJLVWV��
RI�FRXUVH��WHOO�D�
VRPHZKDW�GLIIHUHQW�
VWRU\��7KH�XQLYHUVH�
FRQVLVWV�RI�DWRPV�
ERXQFLQJ�DURXQG�LQ�WKH�
YRLG��DQG�LW�LV�RQO\�
WKURXJK�D�SURFHVV�RI�
QDWXUDO�VHOHFWLRQ�DQG�
JHQHWLF�PXWDWLRQ��QRW�
GLYLQH�SODQQLQJ�RU�
³LQWHOOLJHQW�GHVLJQ´��
WKDW�RUGHU�PDNHV�LWV�
DSSHDUDQFH��
$FFRUGLQJO\��LI�ZH�
DFFHSW�WKH�ILQGLQJV�RI�
ELRORJLFDO�VFLHQFH�WKHQ�
NQRZLQJ�ZKDW�WKH�
ZRUOG�LV�OLNH�GRHV�QRW�
WHOO�XV�DXWRPDWLFDOO\�
KRZ�WKH�ZRUOG�RXJKW�WR�
EH��,QGHHG��RQH�
GRHVQ¶W�QHHG�WR�EH�D�
'DUZLQLDQ�WR�UHFRJQL]H�
WKDW�PDODULDO�
PRVTXLWRHV�DQG�
GHYDVWDWLQJ�
HDUWKTXDNHV��WKRXJK�
SDUW�RI�QDWXUH��DUH�
VFDUFHO\�FDUULHUV�RI�
LQKHUHQW�JRRGQHVV��

7R�VHH�ZKDW¶V�ZURQJ�
ZLWK�6RPHUYLOOH¶V�
³VHFXODU�VDFUHG´�HWKLFV�
D�ELW�RI�KLVWRULFDO�
SHUVSHFWLYH�ZLOO�DVVLVW��
7KURXJKRXW�WKH�
PHGLHYDO�SHULRG�PRVW�
(XURSHDQV�ZHUH�
FRQILGHQW�WKDW�WKH�
GLYLQH�ULJKW�RI�.LQJV�
ZDV�DQ�DEVROXWH�
SULQFLSOH�RI�QDWXUH��
6ODYHU\�ZDV�³VHHQ´�DV�
WKH�QDWXUDO�FRQGLWLRQ�RI�
%ODFN�SHRSOH��DQG�

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VXERUGLQDWLRQ�RI�
ZRPHQ�WR�PHQ�ZDV�
³UHFRJQL]HG´�DV�H[DFWO\�
ZKDW�QDWXUH�LQWHQGHG��
7KDW�LV��DSSHDOV�WR�WKH�
VDQFWLW\�RI�QDWXUH��OLNH�
DSSHDOV�WR�WKH�ZLOO�RI�
*RG��FDQ�EH�PDGH�WR�
\LHOG�DQ\�FRQFOXVLRQ�
WKDW�GRPLQDQW�JURXSV�
ZLVK�WR�GHIHQG��

6RPHUYLOOH¶V�DUJXPHQW�
WKDW�VDPH�VH[�FRXSOHV�
VKRXOG�EH�GHQLHG�WKH�
ULJKW�WR�PDUU\���
EHFDXVH�WKH\�GR�QRW�
UHSUHVHQW�³D�QDWXUDOO\��
LQKHUHQWO\�SURFUHDWLYH�
UHODWLRQVKLS´���ZRXOG�
OHDG�XV��E\�SDULW\�RI�
UHDVRQLQJ��WR�GHQ\�
PDUULDJH�WR�RSSRVLWH�
VH[�FRXSOHV�ZKR�DUH�
LQIHUWLOH��RU�WR�FRXSOHV�
ZKR�LQWHQG�WR�UHPDLQ�
FKLOGOHVV��6RPHUYLOOH¶V�
DQWL�JD\�PDUULDJH�
DUJXPHQW�LV�DOVR�
GDQJHURXV�EHFDXVH�LW�
SXWV�XV�RQ�D�VOLSSHU\�
VORSH��6RPHUYLOOH�
KHUVHOI�IDYRXUV�³FLYLO�
XQLRQV´�IRU�JD\V��EXW�
UHOLJLRXV�
IXQGDPHQWDOLVWV��LQ�
ERWK�&DQDGD�DQG�WKH�
86$��KDYLQJ�ODEHOHG�
KRPRVH[XDOLW\�DV�

+XPDQLVW�$VVRF��RI�
0DQLWRED�

 

 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

mb.humanists.ca 

  

VKH�XQGHUVWDQGV�WKDW�
PDUNHWSODFH�IRUFHV�DQG�
WKH�JUHHG\�PDWHULDOLVP�
WKH\�SURPRWH�FDQ�
HDVLO\�OHDG�WR�HPSW\�
OLYHV�IRU�WKH�ZLQQHUV�
DQG�WHUULEOH�RSSUHVVLRQ�
IRU�WKH�ORVHUV��6KH�DOVR�
XQGHUVWDQGV�WKDW�LI�ZH�
DUH�WR�IORXULVK�DV�D�
VSHFLHV�ZH�PXVW�
GHYHORS�D�PXFK�
VWURQJHU�VHQVH�RI�
FRPPXQLW\�DQG�VRFLDO�
MXVWLFH��

:KDW�6RPHUYLOOH�
GRHVQ¶W�XQGHUVWDQG�LV�
WKDW�HWKLFV�LV�DERXW�
PDNLQJ�WKH�ZRUOG�D�
OHVV�WHUULEOH�SODFH�IRU�
KXPDQV�DQG�RWKHU�
VHQWLHQW�FUHDWXUHV��,W¶V�
QRW�DERXW�NHHSLQJ�
HYHU\WKLQJ�LQ�LWV�
RUGDLQHG�SODFH��

�

�

$UWKXU�6FKDIHU�LV�
'LUHFWRU�RI�WKH�&HQWUH�
IRU�3URIHVVLRQDO�DQG�
$SSOLHG�(WKLFV�DQG�D�
SURIHVVRU�RI�SKLORVRSK\�
DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�
0DQLWRED��
 

³XQQDWXUDO´�WKHQ�XVH�
WKLV�ODEHO�WR�MXVWLI\�WKH�
FULPLQDOL]DWLRQ�RI�DOO�
KRPRVH[XDO�FRQGXFW��
6PDOO�³O´�OLEHUDOV�PLJKW�
DJUHH�ZLWK�
FRQVHUYDWLYHV�WKDW�WKH�
YDJLQD�LV��VH[XDOO\�
VSHDNLQJ��WKH�³QDWXUDO´�
SODFH�IRU�SHQLV�
LQVHUWLRQ��EXW��LI�
FRQVHQWLQJ�DGXOWV�ZLVK�
WR�H[SORUH�RWKHU�
RULILFHV�WKHQ�ZKHUH¶V�
WKH�KDUP"�3LHUUH�
7UXGHDX��KLPVHOI�D�
EHOLHYLQJ�&DWKROLF��
PDGH�SUHFLVHO\�WKLV�
SRLQW�ZKHQ��DV�-XVWLFH�
0LQLVWHU��LQ��������KH�
HOLPLQDWHG�&DQDGD¶V�
VRGRP\�ODZ��DUJXLQJ�
WKDW��>W@KH�VWDWH�KDV�
QR�EXVLQHVV�LQ�WKH�
EHGURRPV�RI�WKH�
QDWLRQ���

$OWKRXJK�6RPHUYLOOH¶V�
ERRN�GHIHQGV�PDQ\�
KLJKO\�LOOLEHUDO�
SRVLWLRQV�DQG�RIIHUV�D�
FUHDN\�DQG�FRQIXVHG�
HWKLFV�WR�JXLGH�RXU�
WKLQNLQJ��LW�DOVR�RIIHUV�
D�QXPEHU�RI�SRLQWV�RQ�
ZKLFK�OLEHUDO�DQG�
FRQVHUYDWLYH�PRUDOLVWV�
VKRXOG�EH�DEOH�WR�
DJUHH��)RU�H[DPSOH��

  

  

Seen on a button at the HAC Conference: Any book worth banning is a book worth reading. 


