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Summer Solstice Party

Saturday, June 14, 2007
David Parker’s property
81 Silverdale Drive, Silver Falls, Manitoba

Starting at 3:00 p.m.
Ending around 8:30 p.m.

Our Theme: A Flying Spaghetti Monster
Pasta Party

Dress like a pirate!
There’s even a prize for the best spaghetti sauce!

See page 4 for more details...

Next Get-Together
Summer Party

Saturday, August 23, 2008

Location: Kildonan Park, North Shelter 2A
More details to be announced.
Stay tuned!

First Fall Meeting

Saturday, September 13, 2008
Viscount Gort Hotel




HAM member, Kerem Usenmez
delivered a great presentation at our
most recent meeting. Kerem is
originally from Turkey, although he’s
made his home in Canada for the last
couple of years. He went back to
Turkey recently, and he was gracious
enough to give us some information
about the country, and about the
changes he has seen there.

Turkey itself has been a democratic,
secular republic since 1923, when its
political system was established by
Mustafa Kemal Atatirk.

The party currently in power is the
AKP (Adalet ve Kalkinma Partisi -
meaning the Justice and
Development Party). They won a
majority of parliamentary seats in the
2002 general elections, and
maintained their power with over 46%
of the votes in the 2007 general
elections.

Turkey’s economy has been volatile
in the last couple of decades,
alternating from high growth to crises.
The ruling party offered relief from
economic instability, which may be
part of the reason for its popularity.

Over the years, Turkey has
established itself as a strictly secular
country. Even though the majority of
the population is Muslim, head
scarves were banned in government
offices and universities. Other overt
religious symbols were also
forbidden. However, recent
challenges to these rules have led
many residents to suspect that more
changes may be coming.

On February 22, 2008, Turkey's
president approved a pair of
constitutional amendments that would
allow female students to wear Islamic
head scarves at universities. Kerem
pointed out that while this sounds like
a progressive move towards
increased liberty based on religious
freedom — it may also encourage an
increase in restrictions based on
religious beliefs.

We thank Kerem for a most
interesting evening and an excellent
look into current happenings in
Turkey.

TURKEY — Quick Facts

Population: 70,586,256 (2007 census) (Canada’s population is 31,612,897

Area: 783,562 km?

(2006 census)

(Canada: 9,984,670 km?,

Manitoba: 647,797 km?)

Religion: 99% of the Turkish population are Muslim (of those, over 75% are
Sunni, the rest Shi'a). The remaining small minority are mostly Christian or

Jewish.

According to a Eurobarometer poll in 2005, 95% of Turkish citizens responded

that “they believe there is a God”.

Kerem Usenmez




“Humanism is a
philosophy of
joyous service
for the greater
good of all
humanity, of
application of
new ideas of
scientific
progress for the
benefit of all.”

- Linus Pauling
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World Humanist Day is celebrated
on June 21%, and it's main goal is
to spread information - and
combat misinformation - about the
positive aspects of humanism as a
philosophical life stance and
means to affect change in the
world.

It had its origins with the American
Humanist Association (AHA) back
in the 1980’s. In the late 1980s -
early 1990s, the AHA and then the
International Humanist and Ethical
Union (IHEU) passed resolutions
declaring the Summer Solstice to
be World Humanist Day.

In addition to the AHA and the
IHEU, World Humanist Day is also
celebrated by the Council for
Secular Humanism, the Campus
Freethought Alliance and the
Secular Student Alliance.

Here are some examples of
various celebrations:
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In case you're not familiar with the
deity known as the Flying Spaghetti
Monster — in 2005 the Kansas
School Board was holding a hearing
to decide whether or not to teach
“intelligent design” alongside
evolution in school classrooms. The
reason put forward by the ID
proponents was that it was simply
an alternative theory, and both sides
should be included.

A university student by the name of
Bobby Henderson wrote an open
letter to the Kansas School Board,
essentially suggesting that since
they were considering all theories,
they should also include the theory

The Campus Freethought Alliance
holds its annual conference on
that day.

The Humanist Association of
Ireland has held poetry readings in
the park to celebrate the day.

The Humanist of Florida
Association has recommended
that groups hold Introduction to
Humanism classes on World
Humanist Day.

So, with that extra reason to take
time to celebrate, be sure to join
us at our early Solstice/World
Humanist Day celebration on June
14™, with our Pastafarian Pasta
Party.

Happy World Humanist Day!

By coincidence, June 21% is also
National Aboriginal Day here in
Canada. So, since yours truly has
her status card and is also an avid
humanist/atheist, that definitely
means twice the party!

of the Flying Spaghetti Monster. It
was a tongue in cheek way of
addressing a serious issue.

Bobby posted the letter on the
internet along with some images,
and a website (and a
phenomenon) were born.

The Flying Spaghetti Monster is
now mentioned alongside the
Invisible Pink Unicorn and the
Celestial Teapot, whenever
atheists/humanists are recounting
other “imaginary” creatures.

Bobby Henderson’s website:
Www.venganza.org




From Kerem Usenmez — here’s a joke
that’s currently popular in Turkey:

A driver is stuck in a traffic jam going
into downtown Ankara. Nothing is
moving north or south. Suddenly a
man knocks on his window.

The driver rolls down his window and
asks, ‘What happened, what's the
hold up?’ “Terrorists have kidnapped
President Gil and Prime Minister
Erdo an,” the man answers.

He continues, “They are asking for a
15 million lira ransom. Otherwise,
they are going to douse them with
gasoline and set them on fire. We are
going from car to car, taking up a
collection.”

The driver asks, “On average, how
much is everyone giving?”

“About a gallon.”
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HAM’'s Summer Solstice Party is
being held on Saturday, June 14",
To celebrate, we're having a
“Pastafarian” pasta party.

The party will take place at the
home of HAM member, David
Parker. David lives north-east of the
city, between Great Falls and St.
Georges.

Precise details and driving
directions to David’s place can be
found on the next page.

The Meal:

Lots of pasta will be on the boil. We
will be supplying pots of spaghetti.
Our host will be supplying extras
such as plates, utensils and
beverages (coffee, water, soft
drinks).

You're welcome to bring a salad or
a dessert or whatever. Basically,
bring whatever else you'd like to eat
or drink.

THE GREAT
SPAGHETTI SAUCE
CONTEST!

One of the highlights of our
pasta party will be a spaghetti
sauce contest.

If you make an awesome sauce,
please consider emailing the
editor at ham_librarian@yahop.ca
and registering in advance for

the contest. The more the

merrier!

Our own panel of judges will take
on the difficult job of deciding on
a winner, who will then be known
as the “Champion of the Sauce”!
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“The fact that a
believer is
happier than a
skeptic is no
more to the point
than the fact that
a drunken man is
happier than a

sober one."
- George Bernard
Shaw
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Following are four different

way to the summer solstice
celebration

In all cases, start from Winnipeg by
taking highway #59 north, and then
travel:

highway 12 north that takes you
to the road to Stead and then to
Pine Falls road; OR

past Birds Hill Park until
highway #44, turn on highway
#44 past Beausejour toward
Whiteshell Park. Turn at

d)

a) past the Grand Beach turnoff highway #11 continue past Lac
until highway #11. Take highway du Bonnet and Great Falls until
#11 through Fort Alexander, you reach Silver Falls.
Pine Falls, Powerview and to St. S
Georges; OR Once you arrive in Silver Falls, the
address is 81 Silverdale Drive .
b) until you reach the turnoff to There is a number 81 on a green
Pine Falls, turn until you reach sign at the end of the driveway.
Powerview, turn right on
highway #11 to St. George and Contact Info:
Silver Falls, OR David’'s phone number is (204) 367-
2600 in case you have any
c) until you reach highway #304 questions, or if you get lost on the
(Stead turnoff), turn until you way.
reach Stead and take the Pine
Falls road, or until you reach See you there!
Libau. Turn off on highway
#317, continue until you reach
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Executive

Barrie Webster
Barry Hammond

& 34 1 +5 ( Helen Friesen

Heather McDonell
1 ( & +

Members at Large:
Randy Gibson
Donna Harris

June 19 — 22, 2008 Bl
Las Vegas, NV Jeff Olsson
Flamingo Hotel & Casino Grant Rogerson
Neil Schipper

Presented by : The James Randi Educational Foundation (JREF) Sophie Shulman

Keynote Speaker: Dr. Neil Degrasse Tyson

Guest Speakers include Dr. Michael Shermer, Penn & Teller, Dr. Richard
Wiseman, Christopher Hitchens, PZ Myers, Phil Plait, Adam Savage from

the Mythbusters; plus many more! We're on the
Web!

For more information, go to www .randi.org and click on the link for “The See us at:

Amaz!ng Meeting”. At least three members of HAM are planning to attend. mb.humanists.ca

It looks to be a really great event.

Yes, | would like to BECOME A MEMBER of the DONATION (Tax receipts issued for all
Humanist Association of Manitoba donations of $10 or more)

New Member Renewal | would like to make a donation to HAM of:

$10 $20 $30 $50 $100

Membership Category: Other:

Individual Membership $25.00

Individual Limited Income $10.00

Household Membership* $45.00 PAYMENT: Cheque Money Order

Household Limited Income $15.00 Visa Mastercard Amex
Name: Please complete the following if paying by credit
Address: card:
City: Province: Acount No.
Email address: Signature:

*Household Memberships: Please give the names
of all additional Humanists in your household 18
years or over:

Please make cheque or money order payable to:
Humanist Association of Manitoba  and mail
to: Humanist Association of Manitoba, 7

1. Pinehurst Lane, Mitchell, MB, R5G 2J3.

g' Or bring your form and the fees to any HAM
) meeting and give it to Helen Friesen, or any

4. member of the executive.




