July 2008

Volume 4, Issue 7

Humanist Association of Manitoba

Published by
and for the Humanist Association of Manitoba
Humanist
pesociation of Summer Party
Saturday, August 23, 2008
, Location: Kildonan Park
We're on the North Shelter 2A
Web! More details to be announced.
See us at: Stay tuned!
mb.humanists.ca Starting at 3:00 p.m.
Ending around 8:30 p.m.
Contents:

This is a potluck event.
Solstice Party 2

Wpg Is Not Mark your calendars!
ey Sl B 2 Everyone is welcome.

In Memory of
George Carlin 3
In Praise of
Funerals 4

HAC AGM 6

First Fall Meeting

Saturday, September 13, 2008

Viscount Gort Hotel
Viscount Gort Hotel 1670 Portage Ave. at Route 90

Editor & Librarian:
Donna L. Harris Guest Speaker: TBA

ham_librarian @yahoo.ca

Coming in next month’s newsletter  ...our special report on TAM 6.




On June 14", the members of HAM
gathered at David Parker's home, in
Silver Falls, for a Flying Spaghetti
Monster pasta dinner.

Despite the “iffy” weather, those in
attendance had a great time.
David’'s house is comfortable, the
company was friendly, the
conversation was lively and there
was plenty of spaghetti to go
around.

David lives right on the Winnipeg
River, which is scenic and
unspoiled, and truly worth the trip.

A special congratulations goes out
to Len and Alice Evans, who
celebrated their 55" wedding
anniversary by bringing a wonderful
cake — for the rest of us to enjoy!

The only down side to the party —
doing a wood tick check upon
returning home. | believe our
webmaster was the undisputed
winner, coming home with a record
FIVE of the little critters. That's what
happens when one leads the way
through the brush.

Once again, we would like to thank
David for his hospitality.

(I'to r) Sophie Shulman, Barrie Webster, and a friendly neighbour

The group “Winnipeg Is Not For Sale”
was formed around concerns that
individuals had about the attacks on
community centres, libraries and
public spaces in our city. Government
cutbacks threaten many of these
services.

The group is hosting a free “Use It Or
Lose It” family event on July 5™ 2008:

Time: 12:00 — 4:00
Place: Magnus Eliason Recreation

Center (430 Langside).

Food, entertainment, recreation and
bus tickets will be provided. There will
be speakers to discuss these attacks
on public services.

There will be a raffle and prizes for
both kids and adults.

For more information call 947-9334 or
email winfsO@gmail.com.

Alice and Len Evans




“Tonight's
forecast: Dark.
Continued dark
throughout most
of the evening,
with some
widely-scattered
light towards
morning.”

- Jon Sleet, the

hippy dippy
weatherman (aka

George Carlin)
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On June 22" we lost an eloquent
and extremely funny advocate for

Through the magic of the internet,
you can enjoy several of George’s

the non-religious — George Carlin. routines, just by visiting Youtube
and typing in “George Carlin”.
George died of a heart attack at
the age of 71. Check out the “Ten
Commandments” (which George
boils down to 2), or George
“Talking about Stuff”, or his take

on “Airport Security”.

From his early beginnings as the
hippy dippy weatherman, to his
stand up comedy, and probably
his most famous routine — the
Seven Words You Can Never Say
on Television — George made us
laugh with his insightful and witty
commentaries.

George, we’ll miss your razor-
sharp way with words.

He also skewered contemporary
American politics, as well as the
excesses of American Culture.

He was the first person to host
Saturday Night Live, back in
October 1975, and became one of
Johnny Carsons’ most frequent
guest hosts.
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“If God had intended us not to masturbate he would've made our arms
shorter.”

George invented the parody religion Frisbeetarianism for a newspaper
contest. He defined it as the belief that when a person dies "his soul gets
flung onto a roof, and just stays there", and cannot be retrieved.

“When it comes to believing in God, | really, really tried... but... the more you
look around the more you realize... something is wrong here. War, disease,
death, destruction, hunger, filth, poverty, torture, crime, corruption, the Ice
Capades... This is not good work. If this is the best God can do, | am not
impressed. Results like these do not belong on the résumé of a Supreme
Being”.

“I finally accepted Jesus -- not as my personal savior, but as a man | intend
to borrow money from.”




You may want to hang on to your
hats for this one, folks. Because, in
a nutshell, I'm going to tell you that
it might be a good idea NOT to
honour your loved one’s final
wishes. That's right. Ignore their
final wishes and do what YOU want
(and need) to do. Here’s why.

For many of us who are non-
religious, events that usually involve
a place of worship and/or a public
ceremony such as a wedding,
christening or a funeral, can be
uncomfortable or even unpleasant,
to the point that we might avoid
them entirely. We do often attend,
however, because we care for the
people involved and we want to
support them. But, believe me, I've
sat through my share of ceremonies
that focused on scripture readings
and prayers, and those events have
always made me uncomfortable. At
the very best, | feel like a phony or a
hypocrite.

Especially funerals. They're trying
times to begin with, and, especially
if the deceased is someone close to
you, hearing that they’re bound for
an afterlife that you don't believe in
can be especially heart wrenching.

So, for those who are non-religious,
what do we do when we have need
of those ceremonies for ourselves?
Well, some of you might have the
same plans — no thanks, nothing at
all. Just a wedding at the justice of
the peace at city hall. Or, no
funeral. No ceremony, no
memorial, nothing. Just cremate
me and throw my ashes in a box on
the mantle, or bury me outside
beneath the rose bush.

But...what about those you leave
behind? Well, as I'm sure you'll
agree — we really won't care or
know. We’'ll be dead, after all. But
those who are grieving for us, who
miss us and love us, will be lost and
in pain. And that lack of closure may
have a lasting impact on them.

You see, | believe | have just found
this out the hard way.

My mother passed away over seven
years ago. She spent her last days
in a palliative care room, losing her
battle against the cancer she had
fought for so long. My mother was a
survivor of the residential schools
here in Canada. You know, the
ones that tore native Indian children
away from their families and
forbade them to practice their own
culture, and instead indoctrinated
them into the Christian religion.
Well, my mother didn’t have too
many kind memories of her time in
that school. She never said very
much, but she did say that all they
did there was pray - morning, noon
and night.

She was an atheist for as long as |
can remember. She shared her
feelings with me once she knew that
her days were humbered. She had
no belief in an afterlife or a heaven.
Yet she made an effort to assure
me that she had no fear, and was at
peace with her fate.

During her last days, she told us
that her last wish was that we have
no ceremony for her. No people.
No funeral. No memorial. So, my
sister and | obeyed her wishes. On
an icy cold December morning, we
stood there as the urn containing
Cont'd next page

“Life is pleasant.
Death is
peaceful. It's the
transition that’s

troublesome.”
- Isaac Asimov
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her ashes (and my father’s too —
he'd passed away several years
before) was placed into the
hollow cement niche. Just me,
my sister, and the nice female
employee from the funeral home.

Flash forward to the present. It's
several years later, but for me,
thoughts of my mother still bring
enormous pain and grief. |
wonder why time is not making
this any easier. | still can’t think
of her fondly and smile over a
comforting remembrance. | still
miss her terribly. Recently, | have
found it necessary to seek
professional help for that pain.

In the course of things, |
happened to mention the fact
that there had not been a funeral.
The therapist looked at me and
said “Oh, that’'s so important.”

Almost every human culture has
rituals and rules regarding death
and grieving. Some of them can
be extremely elaborate and
involved. Jewish culture has a
whole set of rules that govern
behavior, including deciding

which relatives can tear their
clothing, and where; what sort of
meals should be eaten; even
dictating that all mirrors in the
house be covered.

And of course, for most groups,
funerals are large public affairs.

But this activity is what gives the
mourners closure. Some sort of
public acknowledgement is
actually very important for we
human beings.

So this situation has made me
realize that we atheists and
humanists really should consider
our options carefully. We can
leave instructions as to the type
of ceremony that we want to
have. We can even choose the
readings, the music and a non-
theist officiant, if possible. And, if
we’re tasked with arranging a
funeral for someone we were
close to, or even just when we're
attending a funeral, recognizing
that we humans may still have a
need for ritual and ceremony,
whether or not we believe in a
deity.
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* DARWIN & HUMANISM: 40 Years of Evolution * il
Saturday August 2 - Sunday August 3, 2008 Donna Harris
InterContinental Yorkville Hotel ?éﬁ”oggr‘]"
220 Bloor Street West, Toronto, Ontario Grant Rogerson
(across the street from the Royal Ontario Museum) Neil Schipper

Sophie Shulman

The Humanist Association of Canada is holding its Annual General Meeting
in August. Speakers include: Brian Alters, Ellen Johnson, Dr. Robert
Buckman and Dr. Henry Morgentaler.

We’'re on the
One of the highlights of the event will be a tour of the eye-opening Royal Web!
Ontario Museum exhibit, "Darwin: the Evolution Revolution”. |

See us at:

For more information, go to the HAC website at www.humanists.ca. mb.humanists.ca
Yes, | would like to BECOME A MEMBER of the DONATION (Tax receipts issued for all
Humanist Association of Manitoba donations of $10 or more)

New Member Renewal | would like to make a donation to HAM of:

$10 $20 $30 $50 $100

Membership Category: Other:

Individual Membership $25.00

Individual Limited Income $10.00

Household Membership* $45.00 PAYMENT: Cheque Money Order

Household Limited Income $15.00 Visa Mastercard Amex
Name: Please complete the following if paying by credit
Address: card:
City: Province: Acount No.
Email address: Signature:

*Household Memberships: Please give the names
of all additional Humanists in your household 18
years or over:

Please make cheque or money order payable to:
Humanist Association of Manitoba  and mail
to: Humanist Association of Manitoba, 7

1. Pinehurst Lane, Mitchell, MB, R5G 2J3.
g' Or bring your form and the fees to any HAM
4' meeting and give it to Helen Friesen, or any

member of the executive.



